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Content Area: Digital Music Grade(s) 6 

Unit Plan Title: The Sound of Music 

Anchor Standard (ELA) or Domain (Math) 

NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including 

visually and quantitatively, as well as in words. 

NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and 

collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly 

and persuasively. 

 

Overview/Rationale 

Did you know that music making is part of what makes humans human?  Every culture makes music. 
Not only that, every past culture has made music too. Musical instruments are amongst the oldest 
man-made objects ever found. 

Standard(s) 

Visual and Performing Arts - 1.1 The Creative Process:  All students will demonstrate an 
understanding of the elements and principles that govern the creation of works of art in dance, music, 
theatre, and visual art. 
Visual and Performing Arts - 1.2 History of the Arts and Culture:  All students will understand the 
role, development, and influence of the arts throughout history and across cultures. 
Visual and Performing Arts - 1.3 Performance:  All students will synthesize those skills, media, 
methods, and technologies appropriate to creating, performing, and/or presenting works of art in 
dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 
Visual and Performing Arts - 1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies:  All students will 
demonstrate and apply an understanding of arts philosophies, judgment, and analysis to works of art 
in dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 
Technology Education, Engineering, Design, and Computational Thinking - 8.2 - Programming: 
All students will develop an understanding of the nature and impact of technology, engineering, 
technological design, computational thinking and the designed world as they relate to the individual, 
global society, and the environment.  
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Technology Standard(s) 
8.2.8.A.1 - Research a product that was designed 
for a specific demand and identify how the 
product has changed to meet new demands (i.e. 
telephone for communication - smart phone for 
mobility needs).  
8.2.8.B.1 - Evaluate the history and impact of 
sustainability on the development of a designed 
product or system over time and present results 
to peers. 
8.2.8.B.2 - Identify the desired and undesired 
consequences from the use of a product or 
system. 
8.2.8.B.3 - Research and analyze the ethical issues 
of a product or system on the environment and 
report findings for review by peers and /or 
experts. 
8.2.8.B.4 - Research examples of how humans can 
devise technologies to reduce the negative 
consequences of other technologies and present 
your findings. 
8.2.8.B.5 - Identify new technologies resulting 
from the demands, values, and interests of 
individuals, businesses, industries and societies.  
8.2.8.B.6 - Compare and contrast the different 
types of intellectual property including copyrights, 
patents and trademarks. 

21st Century Life and Careers 
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical 
skills. 
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity. 
 
 

Essential Question(s) 

▪ Can you identify musical instruments from around the world visually and aurally? 
▪ Can you research and identify the evolution, history and characteristics of musical 

instruments? How and why has it changed over time? 
▪ Can you distinguish the difference between melodic and rhythmic instruments? 
▪ Can you design and build a musical instrument from found materials using the design 

process? 
▪ Can you use digital tools to create an original song to demonstrate the knowledge you learned 

about melody and rhythm? 

Enduring Understandings 
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▪ Musical instruments have unique qualities of tonality and resonance.  
▪ Conventional instruments are divided into musical families according to shared properties. 
▪ Melody and rhythm are two of the compositional building blocks of music. 
▪ Traditional music varies around the world. 
▪ The use of technology and digital tools requires knowledge and appropriate use of operations 

and related applications. 
▪ The use of digital tools and media-rich resources enhances creativity and the construction of 

knowledge. 
▪ The design process can be used to find solutions to problems. 
▪ Digital tools and environments support the learning process. 
▪ Effective use of digital tools assists in gathering and managing information. 

 

Student Learning Targets/Objectives 

 
▪ Students will enhance their existing knowledge of musical instruments and musical 

instrument families. 
▪ Students will become familiar with software programs and websites on the Internet dealing 

with musical instruments and musical instrument families. 
▪ Students will learn to use software programs to explore musical instruments, melody and 

harmony. 
▪ Students will learn to use software programs to explore world music. 
▪ Students will use the design process to design and create an original musical instrument from 

found materials. 
▪ Students will learn to use software programs to create digital music presentations. 

 
 

Assessments 

 
▪ Pre and Formative - students will discuss prior knowledge of musical instruments, instrument 

families, melody and rhythm  
▪ Summative - digital presentation of musical instrument  
▪ Other assessment measures - digital performance and oral discussion of original songs, class 

participation, evaluation of effort 
 
 

Teaching and Learning Actions 

 
Instructional Strategies 

D 

 Teacher will lead class discussion 

 Teacher will instruct students on using software programs and 
websites on the Internet 

 Teacher will demonstrate sample projects 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/def/1/VPAml.html
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/def/1/VPAeleofmusic.html
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/def/8/TECH_Digtools2.html
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/def/8/TECH_opandra.html
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/def/8/TECH_opandra.html
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/def/8/TECH_Digtools2.html
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/def/8/TECH_MediaRich.html
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/def/8/TECH_Digtools1.html
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/def/8/TECH_Digtools1.html
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Activities 
D 

 Students will discuss musical instruments and musical 
instrument families orally. 

 Students will use software programs and the Internet to 
research musical instruments, musical instrument families and 
types of musical ensembles. 

 Students will use software programs to explore musical 
instruments, melody and harmony. 

 Students will design and create an original instrument from 
found materials. 

 Students will record a simple song performed on their original 
instruments and enhanced using prerecorded sound loops. 

Experiences 
D 

Visual and aural demonstrations 
 

 
 

Resources 

 
▪ Computer 
▪ Internet websites 
▪ Music software 
▪ Various found materials 

 

Considerations for Adaptations for Students with Diverse Needs: 

 
 

Please see the following resources:  

https://www.state.nj.us/education/archive/frameworks/arts/chap5.pdf 

 

http://njcdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/tools-teacherspart2.pdf 
 

Suggested Time Frame: 15 days 

 

D- Indicates differentiation at the Lesson Level. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.state.nj.us/education/archive/frameworks/arts/chap5.pdf
http://njcdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/tools-teacherspart2.pdf
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Content Area: Digital Music Grade(s) 7 

Unit Plan Title: American Music Appreciation 

Anchor Standard (ELA) or Domain (Math) 

NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including 

visually and quantitatively, as well as in words. 

NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and 

collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly 

and persuasively. 

 

Overview/Rationale 

Did you know that music making is part of what makes humans human?  Every culture makes music.  
Not only that, every past culture has made music too.  The music history of the United States includes 
many styles of folk, popular and classical music. 
 
Today’s student needs to know how to effectively organize, manage, and present data, using 
contemporary software applications. 

Standard(s) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_popular_music
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_classical_music
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Visual and Performing Arts - 1.1 The Creative Process:  All students will demonstrate an 
understanding of the elements and principles that govern the creation of works of art in dance, music, 
theatre, and visual art. 
Visual and Performing Arts - 1.2 History of the Arts and Culture:  All students will understand the 
role, development, and influence of the arts throughout history and across cultures. 
Visual and Performing Arts - 1.3 Performance:  All students will synthesize those skills, media, 
methods, and technologies appropriate to creating, performing, and/or presenting works of art in 
dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 
Visual and Performing Arts - 1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies:  All students will 
demonstrate and apply an understanding of arts philosophies, judgment, and analysis to works of art 
in dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 
Technology - 8.1 Educational Technology:  All students will use digital tools to access, manage, 
evaluate, and synthesize information in order to solve problems individually and collaborate and to 
create and communicate knowledge.      

Technology Standard(s) 
▪ 8.1.8.A.5 - Create a database query, sort 

and create a report and describe the 
process, and explain the report results.  

 

Interdisciplinary Standard(s) 
▪ 6.1.12.D.13.d Determine the extent to 

which suburban living and television 
supported conformity and stereotyping 
during this time period, while new music, 
art, and literature acted as catalysts for 
the counterculture movement. 

▪ 6.1.12.D.14.f Determine the influence of 
multicultural beliefs, products (i.e., art, 
food, music, and literature), and practices 
in shaping contemporary American 
culture. 

▪ 6.1.12.D.8.b Assess the impact of artists, 
writers, and musicians of the 1920s, 
including the Harlem Renaissance, on 
American culture and 
values.                                                 

 

Essential Question(s) 
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▪ How have people used music to express their values and describe their experiences?  
▪ How do music and history influence each other?  
▪ How does culture affect music?   
▪ How does one musical style influence another? 
▪ How does music reflect history, sociology, and culture?  
▪ What does our music tell about us? 
▪ How does a composer’s life influence his/her music?  
▪ How do I react to and judge the quality of unfamiliar music? 
▪ Do I allow my first impression to influence my opinion? 
▪ What is the purpose of music in my world? 
▪ How does it affect me? 
▪ How will music enrich my life? 
▪ What is a database and how can it be used to store and retrieve data? 

Enduring Understanding(s) 

▪ Music is a universal language.  
▪ Music expresses human experiences and values.  
▪ Music expands understanding of the world, its people, and one’s self.  
▪ History and culture influence music.  
▪ Listening enables one to make informed decisions about the music around them. 
▪ A database can be used to store, organize and retrieve data. 

 
 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century themes and skills are addressed. 

 
Check all that apply. 

 

21st Century Themes 

Indicate whether these skills are E-Encouraged, T-
Taught, or A-Assessed in this unit by marking E, T, A on 
the line before the appropriate skill. 

21st Century Skills 

 x Global Awareness 
CRP12. Work productively in 
teams while using cultural global 
competence. 

 ETA Creativity and Innovation 
CRP6. Using creativity and innovation. 

    E Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 
CRP8. Use critical thinking to make sense 
of problems and persevere in solving 
them. 

    ET Communication 
CRP4. Communicate effectively. 

    E Collaboration 
CRP12. 

Student Learning Targets/Objectives 
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▪ Students will be introduced to uses of a database, its parts and steps needed to create a 
database and data reports. 

▪ Students will create and use a database to collect and retrieve data about American 
music/musicians.  

▪ Students will learn listen critically to and discuss unfamiliar music 
▪ Students will learn and discuss how music reflect history, sociology, and culture 

 

Assessments 

▪ Verbal and written use of music vocabulary to respond to listening selections 
▪ Verbal discussion of how music reflect history, sociology, and culture 
▪ Summative - completion of database review in the form of digital reports 
▪ Other assessment measures - oral discussion of songs, class participation, evaluation of effort 

Teaching and Learning Actions 

Instructional Strategies 
D 

▪ Teacher will play music selection and lead class discussion 
▪ Teacher will instruct students on database creation and use 
▪ Teacher will demonstrate sample projects 

 
Activities 

D 

▪ Students will discuss musicians, musical time periods and musical 
styles  

▪ Students will use software programs to create database and listen 
to musical selections  

▪ Students will use the internet to research music and musicians 
▪ Students will retrieve information and create reports from music 

database 

Experiences 
D 

▪ Listen to music examples 
▪ Discussion of musicians, musical time periods and musical styles  

Resources 

▪ Computer 
▪ Internet websites 
▪ Music software 

Considerations for Adaptations for Students with Diverse Needs: 

 
 

Please see the following resources:  

https://www.state.nj.us/education/archive/frameworks/arts/chap5.pdf 

 

http://njcdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/tools-teacherspart2.pdf 
 
 

Suggested Time Frame: 15 days 

https://www.state.nj.us/education/archive/frameworks/arts/chap5.pdf
http://njcdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/tools-teacherspart2.pdf
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D- Indicates differentiation at the Lesson Level. 
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Content Area: Digital Music Grade(s) 7 

Unit Plan Title: Music Notation and Animation 

Anchor Standard (ELA) or Domain (Math) 

RST.6-8.10. By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend science/technical texts in the grades 

6-8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and 

style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

Overview/Rationale 

Did you know that music making is part of what makes humans human?  Every culture makes music.  
Not only that, every past culture has made music too.  Brain imaging has shown 90% of the brain is 
active during reading and making music.  
The process of building a claymation helps students develop thinking, collaboration, and creative skills 
using problem solving, programming and self-directed learning.   

Standard(s) 

Visual and Performing Arts - 1.1 The Creative Process:  All students will demonstrate an 
understanding of the elements and principles that govern the creation of works of art in dance, music, 
theatre, and visual art. 
Visual and Performing Arts - 1.2 History of the Arts and Culture:  All students will understand the role, 
development, and influence of the arts throughout history and across cultures. 
Visual and Performing Arts - 1.3 Performance:  All students will synthesize those skills, media, 
methods, and technologies appropriate to creating, performing, and/or presenting works of art in 
dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 
Visual and Performing Arts - 1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies:  All students will 
demonstrate and apply an understanding of arts philosophies, judgment, and analysis to works of art 
in dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 
Technology Education, Engineering, Design, and Computational Thinking - 8.2 - Programming: 
All students will develop an understanding of the nature and impact of technology, engineering, 
technological design, computational thinking and the designed world as they relate to the individual, 
global society, and the environment.  

Technology Standard(s) 
 
8.2.8.C.1 Explain how different teams/groups can 
contribute to the overall design of a product. 
8.2.8.C.2 Explain the need for optimization in a 
design process.                           
                   
 
 
 
 

Interdisciplinary Standard(s) 

Social Studies:                                                          
6.1.4.A.14 Describe how the world is divided 

into many nations that have their own 

governments, languages, customs, and laws. 

6.1.4.C.18 Explain how the development of 

communications systems has led to increased 

collaboration and the spread of ideas 

throughout the United States and the world. 

Science: 

6.1.4.C.18 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RST/6-8/10/
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MS-ETS1-2.Evaluate competing design 

solutions using a systematic process to 
determine how well they meet the criteria and 

constraints of the problem. 

Essential Question(s) 

▪ What is the purpose of music in my world? 
▪ How does it affect me? 
▪ How will music enrich my life? 
▪ How can I read simple music notation? 
▪ Which key concepts of music learning are needed to be successful in reading and 

understanding music? 
▪ How can music and images tell a story? 
▪ How can a project be accomplished as a group?   

Enduring Understanding(s) 

▪ Music is a universal language.  
▪ Music expresses human experiences and values.  
▪ Music is a form of communication   
▪ Rhythmic and melodic notation facilitate the learning of music 
▪ Teamwork and collaboration provides students a variety of perspectives that have to be 

combined into a single effective project. 
▪ Student groups must work together with limited time and resources to meet goals and 

deadlines. 

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century themes and skills are addressed. 

 
Check all that apply. 
21st Century Themes 

Indicate whether these skills are E-Encouraged, T-Taught, 
or A-Assessed in this unit by marking E, T, A on the line 
before the appropriate skill. 

21st Century Skills 

 X Global Awareness- CRP12  ETA Creativity and Innovation – CRP6 

  Environmental Literacy  ETA Critical Thinking and Problem Solving – 
CRP8 

  Health Literacy  ETA Communication – CRP4 

  Civic Literacy  ETA Collaboration – CRP12 

Student Learning Targets/Objectives 
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▪ Students will be introduced to reading music notes on the staff. 
▪ Students will learn how to use music notation software to transcribe a song to hear. 
▪ Students will learn to use music editing software to arrange a simple song. 
▪ Students will work cooperatively to learn to use a programming language to create an 

animated musical composition. 

Assessments 

▪ Completion of song transcription. 
▪ Completion of song arrangement. 
▪ Completion of song animation. 
▪ Other assessment measures - oral discussion of songs, class participation, evaluation of 

effort 
 

Teaching and Learning Actions 

Instructional Strategies 
D 

 Teacher will introduce note reading 

 Teacher will introduce arranging software 

 Teacher will introduce software programming 
 

 
Activities 

D 

 Students will complete song transcription 

 Students will complete song arrangement 

 Students will create song animation 

Experiences 
D 

Discussion of note reading, song arranging and animation 
techniques  

Resources 

▪ Computer 
▪ Internet websites 

▪ Music software 

Suggested Time Frame: 15 days 

 

D- Indicates differentiation at the Lesson Level. 

 

  



14 

 

Content Area: Digital Music Grade(s) 8 

Unit Plan Title: Music Composition 

Anchor Standard (ELA) or Domain (Math) 

RST.6-8.10. By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend science/technical texts in the grades 

6-8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and 

style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

Overview/Rationale 

Did you know that music making is part of what makes humans human?  Every culture makes music.  
Not only that, every past culture has made music too.  The history of music includes many styles of 
music from many countries. 
 
Today’s student needs to know how to effectively organize, manage, and present data, using 
contemporary software applications. 

Standard(s) 

Visual and Performing Arts - 1.1 The Creative Process:  All students will demonstrate an 
understanding of the elements and principles that govern the creation of works of art in dance, music, 
theatre, and visual art. 
Visual and Performing Arts - 1.2 History of the Arts and Culture:  All students will understand the role, 
development, and influence of the arts throughout history and across cultures. 
Visual and Performing Arts - 1.3 Performance:  All students will synthesize those skills, media, 
methods, and technologies appropriate to creating, performing, and/or presenting works of art in 
dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 
Visual and Performing Arts - 1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies:  All students will 
demonstrate and apply an understanding of arts philosophies, judgment, and analysis to works of art 
in dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 
Technology - 8.1 Educational Technology:  All students will use digital tools to access, manage, 
evaluate, and synthesize information in order to solve problems individually and collaboratively and to 
create and communicate knowledge. 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RST/6-8/10/
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Technology Standard(s) 
 
8.1.8.A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, 
reports, personalized learning plan, business 
letters or flyers) using one or more digital 
applications to be critiqued by professionals for 
usability.            
 
 

Interdisciplinary Standard(s) 
 

Social Studies:                                                          
6.1.4.A.14 Describe how the world is divided 

into many nations that have their own 

governments, languages, customs, and laws. 

6.1.4.C.18 Explain how the development of 

communications systems has led to increased 

collaboration and the spread of ideas 

throughout the United States and the world. 
 

                                                           
                                                           
           

Essential Question(s) 

▪ What does our music tell about us?  
▪ How do I react to and judge the quality of unfamiliar music? 
▪ Do I allow my first impression to influence my opinion? 
▪ What is the purpose of music in my world? 
▪ How does it affect me? 
▪ How will music enrich my life? 
▪ How can music tell a story? 
▪ How does music develop imagination and creativity and help me to develop the full range of 

my abilities?  
▪ How does music enable me to make informed aesthetic choices and prepare myself for 

enjoyable recreation and leisure time?  
▪ How does participation in music develop self-discipline and focus and develop the capacity to 

refine work that aspires to high quality standards?  
▪ What are the legal/ethical rights and responsibilities associated with the creation, production, 

and consumption of music?  

Enduring Understanding(s) 

▪ How to use music notation and basic sequencing software.  
▪ How to understand visual representations of sound.  
▪ How others respond to visual representations of sound.  
▪ How to create a piece of music within a specified format.  
▪ How to critically evaluate musical compositions. 

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century themes and skills are addressed. 

 
Check all that apply. 

 

21st Century Themes 

Indicate whether these skills are E-Encouraged, T-
Taught, or A-Assessed in this unit by marking E, T, A on 
the line before the appropriate skill. 

21st Century Skills 
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 X Global Awareness – CRP12  ETA Creativity and Innovation – CRP6 

  Environmental Literacy  ETA Critical Thinking and Problem Solving – 

CRP8 

  Health Literacy  ETA Communication – CRP4 

  Civic Literacy  ETA Collaboration – CRP12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Learning Targets/Objectives 

▪ Students will review ABA form in music. 
▪ Students will learn listen critically to and discuss music created by their peers. 
▪ Students will use music notation software to transcribe written music.  
▪ Students will use music notation software to enter and realize chords.  
▪ Students will use basic sequencing software and loops to enhance a song.  
▪ Students will learn listen critically to and discuss music created by their peers. 
▪ Students will learn how to export their song as an mp3 file. 

Assessments 

▪ Verbal discussion of musical forms. 
▪ Summative - completion of ABA song with rhythms and chords. 
▪ Other assessment measures - oral discussion of songs, class participation, evaluation of 

effort 

Teaching and Learning Actions 

 
 

Instructional Strategies 
D 

 Teacher will lead class discussion on musical form and note reading 

 Teacher will lead discussion on music copyright issues 

 Teacher will instruct students on software use 

 Teacher will demonstrate sample projects 

Activities 
D 

     Students will use software programs to create an ABA song 

Experiences Listen to ABA songs created by peers 
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D 

Resources 

▪ Computer 
▪ How to Write Great Songs book 
▪ Music software 

Suggested Time Frame: 15 days 

 

D- Indicates differentiation at the Lesson Level. 
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Content Area: Digital Music Grade(s) 8 

Unit Plan Title: Classical Music Appreciation 

Anchor Standard (ELA) or Domain (Math) 

RST.6-8.10. By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend science/technical texts in the grades 

6-8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and 

style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

Overview/Rationale 

Did you know that music making is part of what makes humans human? Every culture makes music. 
Not only that, every past culture has made music too.  The history of music includes many styles of 
music from many countries. 
 
Today’s student needs to know how to effectively organize, manage, and present data, using 
contemporary software applications. 

Standard(s) 

Visual and Performing Arts - 1.1 The Creative Process:  All students will demonstrate an 
understanding of the elements and principles that govern the creation of works of art in dance, music, 
theatre, and visual art. 
Visual and Performing Arts - 1.2 History of the Arts and Culture:  All students will understand the role, 
development, and influence of the arts throughout history and across cultures. 
Visual and Performing Arts - 1.3 Performance:  All students will synthesize those skills, media, 
methods, and technologies appropriate to creating, performing, and/or presenting works of art in 
dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 
Visual and Performing Arts - 1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies:  All students will 
demonstrate and apply an understanding of arts philosophies, judgment, and analysis to works of art 
in dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 
Technology - 8.1 Educational Technology:  All students will use digital tools to access, manage, 
evaluate, and synthesize information in order to solve problems individually and collaboratively and to 
create and communicate knowledge. 

Technology Standard(s) 
 
8.1.8.A.5   Create a database query, sort and 
create a report and describe the process, and 
explain the report results. 

Interdisciplinary Standard(s) 
 

▪ 6.2.12.D.2.a Determine the factors that 
led to the Renaissance and the impact on 
the arts. 

▪ 6.2.12.D.4.k Analyze how the arts 
represent the changing values and ideals 
of society.   

 
 
 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RST/6-8/10/
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Essential Question(s) 

▪ How have people used music to express their values and describe their experiences?  
▪ How do music and history influence each other?  
▪ How does culture affect music?   
▪ How does one musical style influence another? 
▪ How does music reflect history, sociology, and culture?  
▪ What does our music tell about us? 
▪ How does a composer’s life influence his/her music?  
▪ How do I react to and judge the quality of unfamiliar music? 
▪ Do I allow my first impression to influence my opinion? 
▪ What is the purpose of music in my world? 
▪ How does it affect me? 
▪ How will music enrich my life? 
▪ What is a database and how can it be used to store and retrieve data? 

Enduring Understanding(s) 

▪ Music is a universal language.  
▪ Music expresses human experiences and values.  
▪ Music expands understanding of the world, its people, and one’s self.  
▪ History and culture influence music.  
▪ Listening enables one to make informed decisions about the music around them. 
▪ A database can be used to store, organize and retrieve data. 

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century themes and skills are addressed. 

 
Check all that apply. 

 

21st Century Themes 

Indicate whether these skills are E-Encouraged, T-
Taught, or A-Assessed in this unit by marking E, T, A on 
the line before the appropriate skill. 

21st Century Skills 

 x Global Awareness – CRP12  ETA Creativity and Innovation- CRP6 
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  Environmental Literacy  E Critical Thinking and Problem Solving- 
CRP8 

  Health Literacy  ET Communication-CRP4 

  Civic Literacy  E Collaboration – CRP12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Student Learning Targets/Objectives 

▪ Students will review uses of a database, its parts and steps needed to create database 
reports. 

▪ Students will create and use a database to collect and retrieve data about classical 
music/musicians.  

▪ Students will use prior knowledge to listen critically to and discuss unfamiliar music 
▪ Students will use prior knowledge to discuss how music reflects history, sociology, and 

culture. 

Assessments 

▪ Verbal and written use of music vocabulary to respond to listening selections 
▪ Verbal discussion of how music reflect history, sociology, and culture 
▪ Summative - completion of database review in the form of digital reports 
▪ Other assessment measures - oral discussion of songs, class participation, evaluation of effort 

Teaching and Learning Actions 

Instructional Strategies 
D 

▪ Teacher will play music selection and lead class discussion 
▪ Teacher will instruct students on database use 
▪ Teacher will demonstrate sample projects 

 
Activities 

D 

▪ Students will discuss musicians, musical time periods and musical 
styles  

▪ Students will use software programs to create database and listen 
to musical selections 

▪ Students will use the internet to research music and musicians 
▪ Students will retrieve information and create reports from music 

database 
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Experiences 
D 

▪ Listen to music examples 
▪ Discussion of musicians, musical time periods and musical styles  

Resources 

▪ Computer 
▪ Internet websites 
▪ Music software 

Suggested Time Frame: 15 days 

 

D- Indicates differentiation at the Lesson Level. 

 

 

 

 

Considerations for classified students and students with a 504 plan: 

Classroom Instruction: 

 All instruction for classified students will be guided by the students’ Individualized 

Education Plan (IEP). 

 Regular education teachers will be responsible for differentiating instruction for 

classified students based on the instructional modifications listed in the IEP. 

 In the case of General Education - Supported Instruction (GE-SI) Classes, the 

special education teacher will be responsible for support in modifying the 

curriculum for the students, informing the class room teacher of the 

modifications, and directing instructional aide(s) to provide support accordingly. 

 Grading will be done collaboratively by the regular and special education 

teachers.  

Modifications: 

 Modifications include but are not limited to: 

Extra time for assignments, modified classwork/homework assignments based on 

disability, preferential seating, study guides, copies of class notes, assistive 

technology and rewording/repeating or clarifying directions.   

In-class Assessments 

 All assessments are to be in line with students’ IEPs. In-class support 

teachers should modify tests for classified students. Tests may be given in 
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the regular education classroom or completed with the inclusion teacher in 

another location with additional time. Students may be tested separately 

according to the IEP. 

 Assessment grades may be modified based on a student’s disability and in 

accordance with their IEP.   

Considerations for English Language Learners (ELLs): 

CLASSROOM INSTRUCTION: 

 Instruction for ESL students will be guided by their WIDA English Language 

Proficiency level. Teachers should receive this level from the ESL teacher 

assigned to the building. 

 General education teachers will be responsible for differentiating instruction for 

ELLs with the assistance of the ESL teacher that promotes language, literacy 

and content learning. 

 Sheltered Instruction Observation Protocol (SIOP)  

http://siop.pearson.com/about-siop/  

The following 8 components provide all teachers with lesson planning and 
instructional strategies that support language and learning goals for all students. 
This approach to teaching aligns with preparing students with college and career 
ready skills. 
 The SIOP Model components:  
1. Lesson Preparation  

2. Building Background  

3. Comprehensible Input   

4. Strategies   

5. Interaction   

6. Practice and Application  

7. Lesson Delivery  

8. Review and Assessment 

 In the case of Content-Based ESL (CBE), the ESL teacher and the general 

education teacher will be responsible for identifying language objectives and 

additional instructional strategies that improve proficiency in English and 

academic success of ELLs. Instructional strategies and the necessary scaffolds 

to promote student learning will be shared with the general education teacher for 

daily lessons that are aligned to District Curricula, CCSS, and WIDA Standards. 

The general Education teacher and ESL teacher will be co-teachers for a pre-

determined amount of classroom instruction. 

 Grading will be done collaboratively by the regular and ESL teachers.  

MODIFICATIONS: The following are possible modifications but are not limited to this 

list. 

 

http://siop.pearson.com/about-siop/
http://www.youtube.com/v/o5xK5gP_Tbw?version=3&hl=en_US
http://www.youtube.com/v/mTnHonxao70?version=3&hl=en_US
http://www.youtube.com/v/rhYI3w5I0EA?version=3&hl=en_US
http://www.youtube.com/v/GjOrFN6PEDg?version=3&hl=en_US
http://www.youtube.com/v/hUrQr4GBg0g?version=3&hl=en_US
http://www.youtube.com/v/GGFTlmJmdmw?version=3&hl=en_US
http://www.youtube.com/v/sXkCZcPGxwE?version=3&hl=en_US
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 Direct instruction, small group or pullout, about the contrasting letter sound 

correspondences, syllabication patterns and morphology in English supported 

with connections to their native language, native language text and/or resources, 

graphic organizers, visuals, sentence starters/ sentence frames, cloze activities, 

modeling, working with a partner, timeline and phrase wall and adapted text (in 

English) or specific sections of the original text, highlighted/bold-faced words 

within text. 

 Draw pictures instead of writing/speaking.  

 Match drawings with new vocabulary that might correspond. 

 Work in small group or pairs with their English Only (EOs) peers for authentic 

content language talk and grade level modeling. 

 Write simple sentences instead of complex sentences that demonstrates an 

understanding of academic language particular to specific content.  

 Match simple sentences with new vocabulary that might apply to edit sentences. 

 Have students provide examples/explanations of main idea in simple sentences. 

Revisions show an attempt to improve Language Control by embedding academic 

content vocabulary and Linguistic Complexity by expanding and varying sentence 

structures and using correct punctuation. 

 Draw pictures instead of writing/speaking about seasonal changes. Match 

drawings with new vocabulary (adjective word wall, content word walls) that might 

correspond. 

 Provide multiple opportunities for authentic speech acts to practice language skills 

and develop English fluency. 

 Total Physical Response (TPR) to model critical thinking skills like analyze and 

synthesize. 

 Study Guides 

 
IN CLASS ASSESSMENTS: 
 

 All formative and summative assessments will include modifications that support 

student’s English Proficiency level. ESL teachers will collaborate with regular 

education teachers to provide appropriate differentiation for assessing ELLs. 

 
Considerations for At Risk Students: 
 

 At Risk students are identified by the I&RS committee in each school. The 

committee woks to understand the reasons behind the student’s low performance 

level in school and to create and implement a plan that is carried out by a variety 

of staff members in the building. 

 Teachers with At Risk students are notified by the I&RS committee and provided 

with a copy of the plan and a timeframe for assessing the growth of the student. 
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There are academic as well as behavioral goals that are listed for the students 

with recommended strategies unique to each individual. 

 Classroom teachers are to follow the plan using instructional strategies that will 

help the student improve his/her performance while applying appropriate 

behavioral strategies consistent with the needs of the student. 

 Teachers will report student progress to the I&RS committee within the specified 

timeframe for the plan. 

 
Classroom instruction: 

 Teachers will use differentiated instruction for At Risk students as they do for all 

students in their class. The strategies would be guided by the I&RS plan and be 

consistent with the student’s ability and learning modality.  

Modifications:  

 Clarify all assignments and place specific timeframes for completion. Provide 

student with opportunity for one on one time for clarification. 

 Set clear expectations for all assignments, in and outside of class. Keep 

expectations within the framework of the I&RS plan. 

 Use positive reinforcement for all successes. Hold student to defined 

consequences for not completing work. 

 Provide time outside the normal class time for completion of work. Not 

completing assignments is unacceptable, all assignments will be completed. 

 

 

In Class Assessments: 

 At Risk students should receive any modifications listed in the I&RS plan. If 

necessary, students should be provided with extended time to complete 

assessments. 

Considerations for Gifted Students: 

 Teachers will use differentiated instruction for Gifted Students as they do for all 

students in their class. 

 Assignments and assessments can be planned and implemented with input from 

the student. 

 Gifted students will be provided with the opportunity to demonstrate their 

knowledge through a variety of platforms. 

 Teachers will have the latitude to provide assignments with the individual 

student’s ability in mind.  
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